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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-3, 6-16, 24, 25, 28 and 31 are subject to examination. Claims 4, 5, 17- 
23, 26, 27, 29 and 30 have been cancelled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
08/29/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 24 and 28 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tso et al. 
(hereinafter Tso)(US 6, 421, 733) in view of Solimene et al. (hereinafter Solimene) (US 
5, 828,376) 

Referring to claim 1, 
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Tso teaches a method for retrieving documents in a computer network (Abstract, lines 
1-4), the method comprising: 

displaying a set of one or more selectable data exchange modes and issuing a 
request to retrieve data associated with the file reference in accordance with the 
selected data exchange mode. (col. 11, line 4-49). 

Tso fails to explicitly teach "displaying a set of one or more selectable modes in 
the vicinity of a cursor upon detecting that a user has pressed a button of a cursor 
control device while the cursor is inside a selectable area; detecting that the user has 
moved the cursor over a mode selected by the user from the set without releasing the 
button of the cursor control device; canceling the display of the set upon detecting that 
the user has released the button of the cursor control device while keeping the cursor 
over the selected mode." 

Solimene teaches in Fig. 5, col. 8, line 53-col. 9, line 13, "Context Sensitive Pop- 
Up Menu , Referring now to FIG. 5, shown is a context sensitive pop-up menu 74 of the 
hypercontrol of the present invention. It is referred to as "context sensitive" because the 
POP-UP menu 74 is displaved onlv when the user places the mouse cursor in the grid 
subview 24 and depresses the right mouse button. The hyperitem editor (described 
below) allows the user to configure the pop-up menu 74 with a custom set of menu 
items associated with the grid subview 24. For example, consider that the grid subview 
24 of FIG. 5 is an Address Book of records, where each record comprises the fields: 
"Address Number", "Alpha Name", and "Address Line 1". Assume also that the menu 
items used to edit the Address Book records include the menu items from the "Edit" 
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menu category: "Cut", "Copy", "Paste", and "Clear", and two menu items from the 
"Record" menu category: "Add Record" and "Del. Record". Using the hyperitem editor 
as described below, the user can collect these menu items into the context sensitive 
pop-up menu 74, thereby providing immediate access to the menu items rather than 
having to plod through the pull-down menus of the menu categories in the menu bar 18. 
When the user places the mouse cursor in the grid subview 24 and presses the right 
mouse button, the context sensitive pop-up menu 74 is displayed until the user selects a 
menu item or cancels the operation by, for instance, releasing the mouse button without 
selecting a menu item. If the user selects a menu item, then the corresponding 
command is executed by the application." ("displaying a set of one or more selectable 
modes in the vicinity of a cursor upon detecting that a user has pressed a button of a 
cursor control device while the cursor is inside a selectable area; detecting that the user 
has moved the cursor over a mode selected by the user from the set without releasing 
the button of the cursor control device; canceling the display of the set upon detecting 
that the user has released the button of the cursor control device while keeping the 
cursor over the selected mode.") 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made to apply the context sensitive pop-up menu technique of 
Solimene to the pop-window 40 presenting data exchange mode of Tso such that it will 
provide the immediate access to the menu for hyperitems such as hypertext objects 
providing expanded flexibility for rendering hypertext objects. 
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Referring to claim 2, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

before issuing the request modifying one or more configuration parameters of an 
Internet browser in accordance with the selected data exchange mode; and {Fig.4, 
element 40, col .4, lines 29-32) 

restoring the one or more configuration parameters of the Internet browser upon 
processing the request (col .4, lines 29-32, Fig.4, element 40, "default (auto)). 
Referring to claim 3, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said issuing further comprises: 
modifying the request Issued by an Internet browser In accordance with the data 
exchange mode selected by the user. (col. 6, lines 64-66). 
Referring to claim 6, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the user selection of the data 
exchange mode affects only the data associated with the file reference, (col. 6, lines 66 
to col. 7, line 3). 
Referring to claim 7, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the selected data exchange mode 
affects any one of the amount of user-specific information sent with the request, the 
amount of data sent by the server in response to the request, and the format of data 
sent by the server in response to the request, (col. 7, lines 15-67 and col. 8, lines 1-9). 
Referring to claim 8, 
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Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said issuing further comprises 
communicating with a network server storing the data associated with the identified file 
reference. (Fig. 1, element 10, col. 3, lines 3-7) 
Referring to claims 9 and 10, 

Tso teaches method of claim 1 wherein said issuing further comprises 
communicating with a proxy, the proxy performing operations comprising: 

modifying the request for data when required by the selected data exchange 
mode, communicating with a network server storing the data associated with the file 
reference; and modifying data received from the network server when required by the 
selected data exchange mode, (col.3, lines 17-30) and the method of claim 9 wherein 
the request for data communicated to the proxy contains an identifier of the selected 
data exchange mode, (col.3, lines 17-30 and col. 7, lines 15-67 and col. 8, lines 1-9) 
Referring to claims 11 and 12, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said issuing further comprises: 

sending a request to retrieve data associated with the file reference to a first 
server, the request conforming to the selected date exchange mode; (col.3, lines 18-21) 

receiving a response from the first server, the response indicating a new location 
of the data associated with the file reference; and automatically issuing a second 
request to a second server using the new location, the second request conforming to 
the selected data exchange mode. (col. 3, lines 21-30, (distributed system of 
computers), col. 9, lines 29, 33) and the method of claim 1 wherein: data associated 
with the file reference is stored on a plurality of servers; and said issuing further 



Application/Control Number: 09/785.967 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2154 

comprises sending a request to each of the plurality of servers, the request conforming 
to the selected date exchange mode. (col. 12, lines 17-32). 
Referring to claim 13, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said issuing further comprises: 
including an identifier of the selected data exchange mode; and sending the request 
with the identifier of the selected data exchange mode to a first proxy, (col. 7, lines 15- 
67 and col. 8, lines 1-9, Fig. 5, element 48, col. 13, lines 36-39). 
Referring to claim 14, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 13 further comprising: the first proxy selecting a 
second proxy as a recipient of the request based on the identifier of the selected data 
exchange mode and a predefined set of operations performed by the second proxy, 
(col. 13, lines 39-54). 
Referring to claims 15 and 16, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 13 further comprising: the first proxy taking 
responsibility for performing a first portion of operations required by the selected data 
exchange mode; and the first proxy selecfing a second proxy for performing a second 
portion of operations required by the selected data exchange mode and the method of 
claim 15 further comprising: the first proxy updating the identifier of the data exchange 
mode with an idenfifier value associated with the second portion of operafions; and the 
first proxy sending the request with the updated idenfifier value to the second proxy. 
(Fig.5, elements 48 and 36, col. 14, lines 23-32, col. 7, lines 15-67 and col. 8, lines 1-9, 
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Fig. 5, element 48, col. 13, lines 36-39). 
Referring to claim 24, 

Tso teaches a system for retrieving documents in a computer network (Abstract, lines 1- 
4), the system comprising: 

a data exchange mode identifier to display a set of one or more selectable data 
exchange modes and a request modifier to modify a request to retrieve data associated 
with the file reference in accordance with the selected data exchange mode. (col. 1 1 , 
line 4-49). 

Tso fails to explicitly teach to display a set of one or more selectable modes in 
the vicinity of a cursor upon detecting that a user has pressed a button of a the cursor 
control device while the cursor is inside, a selectable area, to detect that the user has 
moved the cursor over a mode selected by the user from the set without releasing the 
button of the cursor control device, and to cancel the display of the set upon detecting 
that the user has released the button of the cursor control device while keeping the 
cursor over the selected mode. 

Solimene teaches in Fig. 5, col. 8, line 53-col. 9, line 13, "Context Sensitive Pop- 
Up Menu , Referring now to FIG. 5, shown is a context sensitive pop-up menu 74 of the 
hypercontrol of the present invention. It is referred to as "context sensitive" because the 
pop-up menu 74 is displayed only when the user places the mouse cursor in the grid 
subview 24 and depresses the right mouse button. The hyperitem editor (described 
below) allows the user to configure the pop-up menu 74 with a custom set of menu 
items associated with the grid subview 24. For example, consider that the grid subview 
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24 of FIG. 5 is an Address Book of records, where each record comprises the fields: 
"Address Number". "Alpha Name", and "Address Line 1". Assume also that the menu 
items used to edit the Address Book records include the menu items from the "Edit" 
menu category: "Cut", "Copy", "Paste", and "Clear", and two menu items from the 
"Record" menu category: "Add Record" and "Del. Record". Using the hyperitem editor 
as described below, the user can collect these menu items into the context sensitive 
pop-up menu 74, thereby providing immediate access to the menu items rather than 
having to plod through the pull-down menus of the menu categories in the menu bar 18. 
When the user places the mouse cursor in the grid subview 24 and presses the right 
mouse button, the context sensitive pop-up menu 74 is displayed until the user selects a 
menu item or.cancels the operation by, for instance, releasing the mouse button without 
selecting a menu item. If the user selects a menu item, then the corresponding 
command is executed by the application. "( display a set of one or more selectable 
modes in the vicinity of a cursor upon detecting that a user has pressed a button of a 
the cursor control device while the cursor is inside a selectable area, to detect that the 
user has moved the cursor over a mode selected by the user from the set without 
releasing the button of the cursor control device, and to cancel the display of the set 
upon detecting that the user has released the button of the cursor control device while 
keeping the cursor over the selected mode.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made to apply the context sensitive pop-up menu technique of 
Solimene to the pop-window 40 presenting data exchange mode of Tso such that it will 
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provide the immediate access to the menu for hyperitenns such as hypertext objects 
providing expanded flexibility for rendering hypertext objects. 
Referring to claims 25 and 27, 

Tso teaches the system of claim 24 wherein determination of the data exchange mode 
remains valid only for the data associated with the file reference (col .4, lines 29-32, 
Fig. 4, element 40, "default (auto)). 
Referring to claim 28, 

Claim 28 is a claim to computer readable medium that provides instructions, which 
when executed on a processor, cause said processor to perform operations of the 
method steps of claim 1 . Therefore, claim 28 is rejected for the reasons set forth for the 
claim 1. 

Referring to claim 31, 

Tso teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the selectable area associated with the file 
reference is a hypertext link region, (col. 1 1 , line 4-49). 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
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claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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